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Parish Council's gratitude for funding to safeguard Arkengarthdale

A community that experienced the devastating impact of flash floods on 30th July has secured funding to carry 
out vital repairs to safeguard the sustainability of the dale.  Arkengarthdale Parish Council is extremely grateful for 
donations, from individuals, agencies and other groups, to support its efforts to improve the dale's resilience 
against future flooding.

Following a recent appeal, The Duke of Norfolk immediately doubled his already-generous donation of £5,000 to 
£10,000 with a further donation from Charles Cody, owner of the CB Inn. Within days, Joe Rafferty, of Ard Rock, 
the renowned mountain bike event that draws thousands of visitors to the area each year, came forward with a 
fabulous offer of £10,000 from the Ard Rock organisation. Volunteers from the mountain-biking fraternity and the 
Dales Bike Centre, in Fremington, have already supported the dale with the clean-up effort.   The £10,000 funding 
will be kindly donated via the Two Ridings Community Foundation and the contract has been signed by the Parish 
Council.

This funding will be instrumental in shaping the dale's recovery process in an enduring way to help prevent a 
repeat of the devastation. The main priority is to continue clearing around four miles of the Arkle Beck for the 
sustainability of the dale. Already, Richmondshire District Council  (RDC) have removed and will be replacing the 
contaminated chippings in Langthwaite, a relatively low-cost project but one that will have a large, positive impact
on the village.  The Parish Council is extremely appreciative of the support of all staff from RDC and North 
Yorkshire County Council.

Rishi Sunak MP and his team have constantly been in touch with the Parish Council, keeping a close eye on the 
clean-up progress within Arkengarthdale. They have ensured that all the appropriate channels for financial 
assistance have been highlighted and made available. Their guidance and support have been invaluable.

Stephen Stubbs, Chairman of Arkengarthdale Parish Council, commented: "The response to our appeal is 
incredibly humbling, that so many parties have reached out with funding streams to help our plight is wonderful.  
We are overwhelmed with their understanding, support and kindness. We are determined to do everything we 
can to give families and businesses protection and peace of mind, doing as much as we are able to minimise the 
risk of further flooding. Our aim is to ensure that our Dale does not suffer again." 

The extent and scale of the flooding was unprecedented and its effect will be long-lasting  The funding will enable 
the Parish Council to react quickly and make  a significant contribution to improve the dale's future resilience, 
keep families and businesses safe and help protect the communities further down the dale towards Reeth and 
Grinton. 

Stephen Stubbs concluded: "We are experiencing more extreme weather and nobody can guarantee there won't 
be floods in the future, but we can do our best to reduce the risk.  There is a real sadness and eerie feeling coming
home on an evening and passing the iconic Red Lion Inn, with no lights and four skips placed outside. We hope 
the community will be reassured by the tangible efforts and action, seeing their properties and businesses being 
protected and supporting their wellbeing."

Enquiries: Stephen Stubbs | tel: 07980 130014 



Images:  

 debris, large stones and fallen trees in the Arkle Beck
 broken footbridge across the Arkle Beck where sides have been completely destroyed by large bales of 

silage
 work commencing on clearing large boulders and debris from the Arkle Beck
 skips outside the Red Lion in Langthwaite which was devastated by the flooding
 footpath from Reeth to Langthwaite
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